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JUDGES 1

INTRODUCTION:

A couple of years ago when the KC Royals baseball team won the world series their song was “keep the line moving.”  Each person on the line up card had the responsibility to make the best of it when it came their turn to bat. 

How does a local church keep faithful generation after generation?

· The Lord reveals 7 characteristics of the church age by means of 7 congregations which were thriving in first century of the church age. 
· Note the first and the last congregations.  
· The first church lost her first love, and the seventh church was neither “hot or cold.”
· How does a Bible believing church keep her first love and avoid being “lukewarm.”

I. THE COMPARISON BETWEEN JOSHUA AND JUDGES

A. The Book of Joshua and Judges begin in the same manner, the death of a great leader. 

· The importance of leadership—

Josh 1:1
Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying, 

Judg 1:1-2
Now it came about after the death of Joshua that the sons of Israel inquired of the LORD, saying, "Who shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to fight against them?" 

· Joshua is a Book of victory but Judges is a book of defeat. 

B. The Two Characteristics of Joshua and Judges

· The Book of Joshua was a time of conquering and the Book of Judges is a time of settling. 
· Joshua coverers two generations, and Judges covers 350 yrs. 

C. The Faithfulness of God 

· God is the same God in victory or defeat. 
· The children of Israel are related to God eternally by an unconditional covenant.

	a. This covenant is the foundation of God’s plan for the ages. 
	b. This covenant is unconditional guaranteed by God’s word. 

· The covenant was originally made by Yahweh in Genesis 12. 

Judg 2:1
Now the angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, " I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; and I said, ' I will never break My covenant with you,

Deut 4:30-31
30 "When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter days you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice. 
31 "For the LORD your God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to them. 

· Even though the covenant was unconditional, the Israelites owned the Promised Land, but the occupancy of the land was based on Israel’ obedience to God. 

D. The Contrasts in Faithfulness to God
	1. In the days of Joshua

Judg 2:6-7
 When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons of Israel went each to his inheritance to possess the land. 
7 The people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the LORD which He had done for Israel.

· One man’s total dedication to the Lord has a great impact in a nation or in a church. 

	2. In the Times of the Judges

Judg 17:6
 6 In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. 


1A. THE CONQUEST
	1B. THE PROMISE

Deut 6:3
3 "O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in  a land flowing with milk and honey. 

	2B. THE MARCHING ORDERS

· The specific instructions from God.

Deut 7:1-6
" When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, 
2 and when the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them. 
3 "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons. 
4 "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. 
5 "But thus you shall do to them: you shall tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn their graven images with fire. 
6 "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

· This is a hard and strong command. 
· Syncretism and compromise are Satan’s most successful mechanism for destroying the purpose of God’s nation and His church. 
· What makes this command so hard to understand and do, is because there is a low value of God’s holiness or a nonchalant attitude toward sin. 

Gen 2:16-17
16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 
17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die." 

· This  was a clear cut directive, but Satan convinced Eve that it was not as serious as God made it sound. 

Ezek 18:4
4 "Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine. The soul who sins will die. 

· What did it take to satisfy God’s holy righteous anger toward our sin? 
· How long will a person have to suffer if they refuse Christ’s redemption on the cross?
· The commands of God are to be obeyed fully, not partially.   

Josh 11:19-20
19 There was not a city which made peace with the sons of Israel except the Hivites living in Gibeon; they took them all in battle. 
20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he might utterly destroy them, that they might receive no mercy, but that he might destroy them, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

· Every city in the Promised Land would reveal their rebellion against God by resisting God’s children from taking the land that God promised them. 

Deut 7:17-18
17 "If you should say in your heart, 'These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?' 
18 you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt: 

· The possession of the land would be in proportion to their faith in God. 

	4B. THE PARTIAL OBEDIENCE

Judg 1:2
2 The LORD said, " Judah shall go up; behold, I have given the land into his hand.

Judg 1:6
6 But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued him and caught him and cut off his thumbs and big toes.

· The Lord’s command was to destroy them, but the pagan way was mutilation. 

Judg 1:19
19 Now the LORD was with Judah, and they took possession of the hill country; but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley because they had iron chariots. 

· In that time a horse and chariot are like army tanks are today.
· It seems logical and practical to stay where you are rather than to go into battle against chariots when you have none
· Diminished faith is diminished power. 
· Chariots are no problem for God as seen by Balak and David. 

Judg 4:12-16
12 Then they told Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor. 
13 Sisera called together all his chariots, nine hundred iron chariots, and all the people who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon.
14 Deborah said to Barak, "Arise! For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera into your hands; behold, the LORD has gone out before you." So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men following him.
15 The LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera alighted from his chariot and fled away on foot. 
16 But Barak pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not even one was left. 

1 Sam 13:5-7
5 Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 chariots and 6,000 horsemen, and people like the sand which is on the seashore in abundance; and they came up and camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven. 
6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait (for the people were hard-pressed), then the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in pits. 
7 Also some of the Hebrews crossed the Jordan into the land of Gad and Gilead. But as for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 

2 Sam 8:4
4 David captured from him 1,700 horsemen and 20,000 foot soldiers; and David hamstrung the chariot horses, but reserved enough of them for 100 chariots. 

Judg 1:21
Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites 

Judg 1:25
and they struck the city with the edge of the sword, but they let the man and all his family go free

Judg 1:28
 but they did not drive them out completely. 

Judg 1:29
so the Canaanites lived in Gezer among them. 

Judg 1:30
so the Canaanites lived among them and became subject to forced labor. 

Judg 1:32
32 So the Asherites lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; for they did not drive them out. 

Judg 1:33
but lived among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; and the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath became forced labor for them. 

Judg 1:35
they became forced labor.

2A. THE CENSURE
	1B. THE COMMANDER OF ISRAEL
		1C. THE FIRST APPEARANCE

· The Lord appeared to Joshua. 

Josh 5:14-15
14 He said, "No; rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?" 
15 The captain of the LORD'S host said to Joshua, " Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so.

		2C. THE SECOND APPEARANCE
			1D. THE PERSON
Judg 2:1-5
Now the angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, " I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; and I said, ' I will never break My covenant with you, 

· “Now the angel of the LORD” is identified as the preincarnate Christ. 
· Note the first personal pronoun “I” in these verses. 
· Compare that Jesus’ words to Jerusalem. 

Matt 23:37
a Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.

			2D. THE PLACE

· The censure takes place at Bochim.
· The Angel of the Lord comes for Gilgal which was the place where Israel crossed over the Jordan and the place where the had their first Passover.
· Bochim is the place of weeping. 

			3D. THE ENCOURAGEMENT

· Regardless of Israel’s attitude or lack of faith, God will not break His covenant with Israel. 

' I will never break My covenant with you, 

· God is faithful to His covenant, His word!
· God’s promises are based upon His unchanging immutability, His holiness, His righteousness. 
· Therefore, He can guarantee promises, regardless of our in attentiveness. 

Heb 13:5-6
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, " I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU," 
6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. 
WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?" 


			3D. THE CHASTENING

Judg 2:2 
and as for you, you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed Me; what is this you have done? 

· The reminder, “no covenant with the inhabitants of this land.”
· The disobedience, “But you have not obeyed Me.”
· The rebuke: “what is this you have done?” 

They compromised. 

Matt 22:34-38
 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 
36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 
37 And He said to him, " 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 

· The Lord is not satisfied with half-hearted submission or obedience. 
· It is the half-hearted walk, the yawn, the phrase “we have never done this before”, that causes a church to lose her impact in the community and it eventually leads to the death of a church. 

			4D. THE CONSEQUENCES

Judg 2:3
 "Therefore I also said, ' I will not drive them out before you; but they will be come as thorns in your sides and their gods will be a snare to you.'" 

Gal 6:7-8
7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 
8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

			5D. THE MOURNING

Judg 2:4 
When the angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the sons of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. 
5 So they named that place Bochim; and there they sacrificed to the LORD. 

· Disobedience of any kind against God’s word leads to “weeping.”

3A. THE CATASTROPHE	
	1B. THEIR CHALLENGE

Josh 24:14-15
"Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
15 "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

	2B. THEIR COMPROMISE

Judg 2:10-12
 10 All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. 

· Then next generation did not know the Lord. 
· They did not see the crossing of the Jordan, the fall of Jericho’s walls, the sun standing still, or the dedication of Joshua. 

	3B. THEIR COLLAPSE 

11 Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals, 12 and they forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked the LORD to anger.




